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LB Installation Manual - TRS-80 

LS-DOS 6.z INS'l'AU,.ATJON PROCEDURES 

General 

'Illere may be a me named "README/TXT" on the Installation disk. If so, 
please read that file wtth the command: LIST RlljADMII. 

Please read over the entire Installation procedures before proceeding. In this 
way. you will gain some degree of fam11Jartty wtth what you will be expected to 
do 1n order to install LB into your operating environment. 

The system requirements for runnmg Uttle Brother are: 64K RAM, one bard 
disk and at least one floppy; 128K RAM and at least two 1-skled Ooppies; or 
64K RAM and at least two 2-llkled floppies. 

The LB system is provided on one DOS data diskette which contains all LB 
executable mes and one speeial floppy system diskette whtch contains the 
1n1Uallzation and start up procedures as well as the LB HELP fac1llty ffle. 

For proper printing operation using LB under LS-DOS 6.x. you JllJST Install 
the FORMS filter supplied wtth your DOS if your printer does not CARRIAGE 
RETURN when tt recetves a UNEFEED. This can be accomplished by the fol
lowing two DOS commands: 

S&T *l'J' l'ORMS 
l'ILTER *PR *1'1' 

When running LB. it is recommended that the FORMS filter be Installed. The 
floppy inittaUzation procedure will automatJcally Install the FORMS filter inio 
the system configuration file (CONFIG.SYS). The above two commands may be 
manually typed when running LB 1n a hard disk envtronment. 

Hwd disk and one or more flgpptes 

Boot up your computer as normal. This usually means that the hard drive will 
be drive :0, and the first floppy drtve will be drive :4. If your floppy drive Is not 
":4", revise the following "BACKUP" command accordingly. Place the LB exe
cutable disk 1n the floppy drive and gtve the command: 

BACICUP LB:4 :O 

Remove the executable disk, put 1n the installation disk, and Issue the 
command: 

COPY LBBBLP/BLB:4 :0 

This completes the hard disk installation of LB . 
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Two Qoppy drive tnstallatton 

There are four ways to build your LB environment. This section discusses the 
methods; later on you will be directed how to physically implement each 
method. 

1. Using one 40-track 1-stded disk: use the LB executable disk as is. 
The LB HELP facility will not be available: thus, you will not be able to obtain 
online help while operating LB. If you choose to work with method one. you 
will be using a backup copy of the LB EXECUfABLE disk in your working 
environment for the LB "PROGRAM" diskette. The advantage to this method is 
that you never have to switch between a RUNTIME and a CREATION diskette 
during the operation of LB. The, disadvantage is that the online help facility 
will not be available. At thls Ume. make a backup copy of the LB 
EXECUfABLE diskette and label tt "LB PROGRAM". 

2. UsJng two 40-traclt 1-si<fed disks: you will construct an LB 
"RUNTIME" disk and an LB "CREATION" disk. If you choose to not add the LB 
HELP facility to the RUNTIME disk. there will be sufllctent space to store the 
data base deftnttion me and a number of screen and print format mes. This 
will allow you to devote the data disk entirely to your data me. Please note 
that this might make productng an index dffftcult if there is no room for a 
temporary me in your system. If you do add the LB HELP facility to both the 
CREATION and RUNTIME diskettes. the online help will always be available. 
In either case, format two blank disks at this Ume: label them "LB RUNTIME" 
and "LB CREATION". 

·3. UsJng one 40-track 2-stded DATA disk: you will construct a new LB 
''PROGRAM" diskette. ,:he LB HELP facility will always be available. Format 
one blank disk (two-sides) 'at this Ume and label it "LB PROGRAM". 

4. Using one 40-track 2-stded SYSTEM disk. you will construct a new 
LB "PROGRAM" diskette using instructions which follow. The LB HELP facility 
will always be available. 

This concludes our discussion of the four methods. 

Next, make a backup copy of your DOS system disk. Label this disk "LB 
STARIUP" if you are using methods 1-3. or "LB PROGRAM" for method 4. 
Place thls disk in drive :0. Now tum lt into a minimal system disk by removing 
all non-system mes EXCEPT the following: BACKUP /CMD, FORMAT /CMD. 
FORMS/FLT, and MEMDISK/DCT. You can easily do thls by tssuing the 
command: 

PORGZ : 0 ( INV) 

and responding "Y" to all mes which are not one of the above. If you are ustng 
method 4, proceed directly to the section entitled. Making PROGRAM, 
RUNTIME, and CREATION disks. 
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Note that the FORMS mter wiJI be automaueally tnstal1ed by the followmg pro
cedure. If you do not want the FORMS filter tnstalled. all you need do ts edit 
the LBINSTAL/JCL rue and change the line, 

lbstart (forms•DS) 

to read. 

lbstart (forms=HO) 

Now place the laatallatloa disk in drive : 1 and tssue the command: 

The Installation Job Control Language me performs many operations to Install 
LB. lt wiJI create a memDlSK system drive and build an image me of the 
memDISK (called BACK/IMO). You wiJI then be prompted to enter the number 
of floppy drives you are uatng. etther 2, 3, or 4. The Install program wiJI spe
cially configure the start up disk with this tnformaUon. 

When the process ts complete, the DOS Ready prompt wiJI appear on the 
screen. At this time 1t Is recommended that you make several coptes of the 
newly configured start up disk. Thts disk must be tn drive :O to start running 
the Uttle Brother system. 

IMPORTANT: During LB operaUon from floppy disks, the DOS wiJI automaU
cally be switched to a MemDtsk. uatng the alternate memory banks of your 
computer. It will be referenced as drive :O. The llr&t Ooppy drive wiJI become 
drtve : 1, the second drive :2, etc. Be sure to refer to the Ooppy drives by these 
numbers whenever running LB. 

Reboot your system ustng the new STARrUP disk. When you see the message, 
''Put Runtime or Creation disk. .. ", hit the <BREAK> key to return to DOS 
Ready. At this point, your bottom disk drive (or left drive on a 4P) wiJI be drive 
:land the top drtve wiJI be drive :2. 

' " 
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Hoking PROGRAM. RUNTIME. and CREATION Disks 

Now tt ls tlme to make your working PROGRAM or RUNl'IME and CREATION 
disks. Proceed according to the disk conflguratton method you have chosen 
for your envtronment: 1, 2, 3, or 4. 

Method 1. You already have a usable working LB PROGRAM diskette 
which ls a direct mirror-image backup of the supplied LB EXECtJrABLE 
diskette. 

Method 2. Place the supplied LB EXECtJrABLE disk In drive :2 (the 
top drive) and place the formatted blank disk you labeled LB CREATION Into 
drive :1 (the bottom drivel. Issue the command: 

DO CllllTB 

This JCL procedure will copy certain files needed during the data base file 
creation portion of data management from the supplied diskette to your "LB 
5r.ARIUP" labeled diskette. When Uie me copies are completed, the procedure 
will prompt you to place the LB IN5rALLATION disk Into drive :2 so that it can 
copy the LBHELP /HLB file to your CREATION disk. 

Now agatn put the supplled LB EXECtJrABLE disk in drive :2 (the top drivel 
and place the formatted blank disk you labeled LB RUNTIME Into drive : 1 (the 
bottom drive). Issue the command: 

DO RONTIMJ!l 

This JCL procedure will copy certain files needed during the data access por
tion of data management from the supplied diskette to your "LB RUNTIME" 
labeled diskette. When the file copies are completed, the procedure will 
prompt you to place the LB IN5rALLATION disk into drive :2 so that it can 
copy the LBHELP /HLB file to your RUNTIME disk. This completes the proce
dures of method two. 

Method 3. Place the supplled LB EXECtJrABLE disk in drive :2 (the 
top drivel and place the formatted blank disk you labeled "LB PROGRAM" Into 
drive : 1 (the bottom drivel. Issue the command: 

DO PR.OGRAM 

This command will copy all of the executable files from the supplied 1-slded 
diskette to your 2-sided "LB PROGRAM" labeled diskette. When the file copies 
are completed, the procedure will prompt you to place the LB IN5rALLATION 
disk Into drive :2 so that It can copy the LBHELP /HLB file to your RUNTIME 
disk. 

This completes the procedures of method three. 

Method 4. Place the supplied LB EXECtJrABLE disk in drive : 1 (the 
top drivel: your SYsrEM diskette labeled "LB PROGRAM" is already in drive 
:0 (the bottom drivel. Issue the command: 
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DO PROGRAM2 

This command will copy all of the executable Illes from the supplied one·slded 
d1$kette to your two-sided "LB PROORAM" labeled SYSTEM dl.<ikette. When 
the Ille copies are completed. the procedure wlll pmmpt you to place the LB 
INSTALLA110N dtsk Into drive ; l so that it can COIJY the I,mm:t.P/IlLB file to 
your PROGRAM diskette. 

Don't forget to Install the FORMS Olter. Thls completes the procedures of 
method four. 

You should also format al least one blank disk to use for data and format file 
storage. This completes tlle floppy drive Installation . 
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LS-DOS 6,z INITIAL START UP PROCEDURES 

Hard disk and Floppy 12-stded SYSTEM dlskl start up 

Start up for hard dJsk systems and for an "LB PROGRAM" SYSTBM dJsk 
(constructed using method 4J is very easy. From the DOS Ready prompt, type 
the command: 

LB 

This will start the program and dJsplay the main menu. More start up options 
will be discussed Jn the section on Nonnal Start Up Jn the LB Reference 
.MimY.@l. ' 

Floppy (all other) start up 

Place the LB STARTUP dJsk Jn the first floppy drive. Press the reset button, 
and the start up program will load: At this poJnt. you will be prompted to re
move the start up dJsk and insert either the Creation dJsk or the Runtime 
dJsk. 

For the Initial session, insert the CREATION or PROGRAM dJsk Jn the first 
floppy drive. Normally, your data and other files will be on a dJsk Jn the sec
ond floppy drive. For the Initial session, place a newly formatted dJsk in that 
drive. If you have additional floppy drives, you may wish to use them to hold 
some of your screen or print formats, or use them for work space. 

Swttchtng between Runtime and Creation disks 

When operating LB with separate runtlme and creation diskettes, the 
CREATION dJskette must be in your first floppy drive when using Main Menu 
options 8, 9, and 10. Main Menu options 1, 7, 11, 12, and 13 may be per
formed with either the RUNTIME or CREATION dJskette. The RUNTIME 
dJskette must be present when using options 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. If you 
encounter an "Error 10 loading overlay" message when atteµipttng to execute 
an LB menu optlon, this means that the correct diskette was not present in 
your floppy drive. Insert the correct dJskette and restart LB. 

Once LB is started, the Runtime and the Creation dJsks can be switched in 
the first floppy drive as follows. From the Little Brother main menu, press the 
<BREAK> key twice to return to the DOS Ready prompt. Place the desired 
dJsk Jn the first floppy drive. Type the command: 

LB 

This will return you to the Little Brother main menu. 
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Special Keyboard Characters 

Throughout the LB documentation, certain legends will be used to represent a 
particular key. The actual key that corresponds to the legend may vary from 
machine to machine. Following ls a llst of the keys. and a chart of their func
tions on a 'IRS-80 and an mM PC compatible type computer. 

Key legend PC type TRS8Qtype 

<RE'I'> RETIJRNkey ENIERkey 
<ESC> ESCAPE key BREAK key 
<INS> INSERrkey Fl key 
<DEL> DELEI'Ekey F2key 

When reference ls made to a Control key sequence, 1t implies use of the com
puter's <CTRL> key. The sequence <CTRL-R> or <"R>, for example, means to 
hold down the <CTRL> key and then press the <R> key, 

us1.ng the Input Ed.ltor 

LB will often use a speclal input routine to accept data from the key
board. The maximum Input length will be shown by a string of "dot" char
acters on the screen. When entering or editing data wtth this type of Input, 
certain keys will allow you to make corrections without re-typing the complete 
entcy. They are: 

Function 

Transparent cursor left 
Transparent cursor right 
Delete character left 
Insert character 
Delete character 

PC key 

Left arrow 
Right arrow 
Backspace 
INS key 
DEL key 

TR580kev 

Shift left arrow 
Right arrow 
Left arrow 
Fl key 
F2 key 

The Insert and delete functtons can be used after transparently moving back 
Into an existing entry. The arrow keys let you move around in the entcy with• 
out changing characters. To change a character, simply type the new charac
ter over the top of the old one. The delete key will delete the character under 
the cursor. Pressing the Insert key will Insert characters at the cursor post• 
Uon until either the Insert key ls pressed agatn, or one of the arrow keys ls 
used to move the cursor. When the Insert µiode ls acttve, the shape of the 
cursor will be changed. On the PC type machines, the arrow keys are found 
on the numertc keypad, and Numlock must be off. 

To end the entry, press the <REI'> key. In most cases. the <ESC> key can be 
used to cancel the input. 
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CUSTOMER SERVICE INFQRMA110N 

If you need assistance with the LB Data Manager, you can contact MISOSYS 
at the following location: 

MISOSYS, Inc. 
P.O. Box239 
Sterling, VA 22170-0239 
(703) 450-4181 

Our customer service hours are from 9 AM to 5 PM. Eastern Time, Monda} 
through Friday. 

If you are calllng with a specific problem. lt would be most helpful lf you have 
access to the computer system runntng LB while on the telephone. If this ii: 
not possible, please be sure you have wrttten down the exact ctrcumstancef 
and error messages that may have been displayed. 
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